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SOLIS:  RENEGOTIATE CAFTA  
 
WASHINGTON, DC-Today, Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis (CA-32), the only Member 
of Congress of Central American descent, joined local labor, religious, Latino and 
environmental organizations to urge Congress to defeat the Dominican Republic-Central 
American Free Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA) as written.   
 
“CAFTA is a trade deal much like NAFTA and will mean more job loss and wage 
decline for American workers.  At a time of record high unemployment in cities like the 
ones I represent, we should protect local jobs, not export them,” said Congresswoman 
Solis. 
 
Solis’ constituents are concerned about losing jobs, earning lower wages, and the 
negative impact of CAFTA on Central American workers in Latin America.  Solis 
believes that CAFTA will have detrimental effects on working families in the United 
States and Central America and has fought to have CAFTA renegotiated to include 
meaningful labor and environmental standards.  Under NAFTA, the district 
Congresswoman Solis represents lost nearly 1,000 jobs.  These include: 127 jobs at the 
Honeywell Corporation in El Monte, 63 jobs at Veriflex Corporation in Irwindale, nearly 
500 jobs between Jerome Fashions and Jowett Garments in South El Monte, Elca Fashion 
in El Monte, and more than 110 jobs in Covina. 
 
“I understand the importance of supporting efforts to promote sustainable development in 
Central America.  If the Bush Administration really wants to do something to benefit the 
Latino community in the United States and really cares about working families in Central 
America, then it will renegotiate this flawed trade agreement.  Our trade policies should 
lift people out of poverty, not keep them in it,” concluded Congresswoman Solis. 
 
The U.S. House of Representatives may consider DR-CAFTA as soon as next week.  The 
U.S. Senate approved the trade agreement last week by a vote of 50 – 45 and the U.S. 
House Ways and Means Committee approved the trade agreement last week by a vote of 
25-16.  For the trade agreement to be enacted the U.S. House of Representatives must 
approve it within 15 legislative days and the President must sign it into law.  
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